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THE REAL TREASON OF AARON BURR


Aaron Burr was born in Newark, New Jersey in 1756 to Aaron Burr, Sr. and Esther Edwards. His father died in 1757 and his mother subsequently the year after, leaving him an orphan at the age of two. Following his parents demise, Aaron and his sister Sally went to live with William Shippen but later in 1759 their uncle Timothy Edwards assumed their guardianship. At the age of 13 Aaron was admitted to the College Of New Jersey and graduated with a Bachelors of Arts degree in 1772. He later changed career to study law, but his studies were put on hold when he joined the Continental Army to fight British troops at Lexington and Concord.


In 1800, Aaron ran for Presidency on a Democratic-Republican ticket with Thomas Jefferson. The party wanted Jefferson to be President and Burr his deputy. Both of them got 73 votes and the final verdict was to be made by House of Representatives. Burr failed to secure the position due to opposition by Alexander Hamilton. In 1804, Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel at Weehawken New Jersey and mortally wounded him. Burr was indicted for murder but was never tried.


At the end of Thomas Jefferson's first term as President in 1805, Burr stepped down as Vice-President and began a military expedition in the Western States. His accomplice in his conspiracy to take over and rule the Western States was General James Wilkinson. Burr saw the possibility of a war with Spain and thought that if he had his own armed men to fight in the West then he would claim the land there for himself. Burr had had contacted other people in a bid to aid his conspiracy. This included Harman Blennerhassett an immigrant Irish lawyer who offered his private Island for Burr's training. Burr recruited young men whom he persuaded with his charm that his intentions were noble. But later on James Wilkinson betrayed Burr by tipping off President Jefferson of Burr's plans to conquer the West. His evidence was a letter that Burr had earlier written to him stating his schemes. 


Jefferson responded to Wilkinson's letter by issuing a proclamation of conspiracy and declaring Burr a traitor. Burr was arrested to be charged with treason. In August 1807, Burr was brought to trial on charges of treason which was presided over by Chief Justice John Marshall. The only evidence available against Burr was the letter brought forward by Wilkinson which the Jury found written in Wilkinson's own handwriting. This did not meet the United States Constitutional threshold to prosecute an act of treason. Burr was acquitted.
